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Abstract

The twin challenges of climate change and energy security are compelling East Asian states to
develop stronger renewable energy and other green energy sectors as part of their low carbon
development strategies. Energy has always played a fundamental role in economic dev
and the cleaner and more sustainable nature of renewable energy (RE) systems makes them crucial
to securing low carbon futures. The RE sector has expanded significantly worldwide over the last
few years, and in E:

Asia more quickly than any other region. Renewable energy has furthermore
become one of the defining features of East Asias new industrial policy and ‘new
developmentalisn, founded more generally on new configured forms of state capacity shaped in
response to various challenges confronting the region's nations. Studying the recent progress of
East Asia’s RE sector provides useful insights into these key developments in East Asia's political
economy, and the region'’s prospects for transition towards low carbon development: a particularly
difficult challenge given the many high ca: ntensive aspects of East Asia’s economy.
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Nowhere is the connection b
more harmful for the f

een society and the environment more evident and potentially

re of the world than in Asia. In recent decades, rapid development of
Asian countries with very large populations has led to an unprecedented increase in environmenta
problems such as air and water pollution, solid and hazardous wastes, deforestation, depletion of
natural resources and extinction of native species.

This handbook provides a comprehensive survey of the c

tural, social and policy contexts of
environmental change across East Asia. The team of international experts critically examine a wide
range of environmental problems related to energy, climate change, air, land, water, fisheries
forests and wildiife.

The editors conclude that, with nearly half of the human population of the planet, and several

rapidly growing economies, most notably China, Asian socie I determine much of the future of
human imp: lated threats ©
society increase, the book strongly argues for increased er usness and action in
Asian societies. This handbook is a very valuable companion for students, scholars, policy makers
2nd researchers working on environmental issues in Asia
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